UNIAPAC´S XXXIII WORLD CONGRESS DECLARATION

DRAFT

We, the business leaders in UNIAPAC, of the occasion of our XXIII World Congress: “Values to build a better World”, on September 30th, and October 1st and 2nd. of 2009, in Mexico City, do declare that:

a) There is an evident deficit of values, as a cause of the actual financial crisis, characterised by an excessive eagerness for profit and speculation, based on selfishness and interests in particular privileges at the cost of a great majority. We also observe that the lack of fraternal love on the side of the economic actors has caused a loss of confidence, which is an indispensable element for authentic development, healthy social life and to collaboration for the common good. We are aware that the economic-financial deterioration has frustrated the development of entire societies.     

b) We reckon that the financial crisis is not the only critical phenomenon in our present reality. Crisis has also reached society and the environment, together with economy. This is manifested through migrations, wars, extended terrorism, real piracy, drug dealing and consumption, corruption and climate change, standing out the abysmal gap in the world income.

c) We perceive as the main causes related to this crisis: market deregulation, easy money obtained through short view policy, he creation of financial products irresponsibly generated, the pressure of shareholders to obtain a high yield, which leads companies to take high risks, and finally the sub-prime loans, as an additional proof of irresponsibility in the financial sector. We also recognize that within this crisis there are some attitudes based on the notion, that the collective good is generated by the pursuit of personal interests, through the intervention of the “Invisible Hand”, and recognise  that these attitudes are also based on the optimistic belief that all economic actors will perform permanently with a moral behaviour.

d) We manifest that the lack of regulation as a cause for this crisis, but give more importance to the lack of an ethical behaviour. Both of them are required in order to rebuild a global finance-economic system. 

e) We are convinced that the commitment to the common good is an ethical requirement to achieve an authentic development of society, and it is not the mere result of regulation, or of an ideology centered on an individualistic profit.

f) We wish to make evident our conviction that the principles of the Christian social thought are an inspirational guide to build a better world, provided that personal dignity is considered as a starting point. 

g) We firmly state the urgency of the implementation of public policy that will provide well-being to society and a better income distribution, as well as a concrete strategy for corporate social responsibility to attack social inequity and the increasing poverty caused by the present crisis. Public policy based on the common good, which will norm the possibilities to create conditions for a sustainable development; all this implies a culture of a participative citizenship, transparency, accountability, and a state of law.

h) We wish to extend the notion of the centrality of the person of CSR, in order to include it in other human activities like politics, culture, but concretely economy, so that it will translate into governance and sustainability, through the search of the common good, as the means of social development.

i) We believe that CSR is a form of management that should at all times bee centered in the person , and that it implies the active participation of eight stakeholder groups: wholesale distributors, customers; shareholders and investors; people integrating the organisation, their families and work unions; suppliers; governments; community and Society: competition; and future generations (environment). All this based on an anthropological vision sustained on a search for the satisfaction of fundamental human needs, namely: material (creation and fair distribution off wealth); psychological, or referred to the self (quality of life); and transcendental (ethics and transparency).

j) In this XXIII UNIAPAC World Congress 2009,  “Values to build a better World”, we appeal to society to become aware of the inevitability of ethical behaviour, and its integration into every human action, considering the dimensions of having, being and transcending, just as addressed in this congress. We would particularly like to convey to business leaders, the need to assume an integral vision of CSR, and make it become practical and measurable actions, so that its immediate consequence can be reflected through sustainability, competitiveness and a real combat to inequity caused by injustice.

k) We also wish to propose the notion of a market economy, which considers the person as its centre of attention, through a profound and simple means of expression as was accomplished in our publication of CSR “The Profit of values”, so that it can be easily understood and implemented.

l) We give our support to the shaping of a Market Economy with a Human Face, which once having been made to the measure of mankind, it can also make possible the “Development of all of man and all of mankind”, in order to reach the achievement of his own happiness and plenitude.

UNIAPAC, Mexico City, October 2nd of 2009                   

 

